Summary of the Evidence

MSHA Inspector WolCord observed that the left front tire of
the truck was wobbling "very badly."  He first observed this
condition when he was 300 to 400 yards away.  Upon inspec-ting it
first hand he found a lot of play in the steering mechanism;
further the ball joints were worn (Tr. 447, 448, 452).  In the
inspector's opinion the wobbling was caused by worn out steering
(Tr. 452).

The wobbling tire was a severe hazard that could cause a loss
of control (Tr. 453).

Respondent1s evidence:

Bobby Jacobsen recognized that the company had experienced
some problem with the shimmy of the truck (Tr. 455, 457).
According to Jacobsen wobbling is the same as shimmying.  It was a
three to four inch shimmy (Tr, 458, 459).

A corn nut used to adjust the steering valve would
occasionally back out (Tr. 457).  Excessive pressure into the
steering valve would cause the wheel to shimmy (Tr. 457, 458).

After the inspection Casey Conway inspected the steering arm
and its configuration.  There was nothing found by the visual
inspection but later they learned there was a lent hand steering
cylinder problem (Tr. 472, 473).  Too much pressure in the
cylinder can cause a shimmy (Tr. 473).

While Conway saw the vehicle, shimmying as described, the
vehicle did not demonstrate any lack of control (Tr.  473-474) .
There was nothing found in the steering area having to do with the
ball joints (Tr. 473-474) .

Discussion

The inspector's testimony establishes the violation.
Respondent's evidence confirms it.

The second portion of Citation 577061 should be affirmed.

C.

The third allegation focuses on the allegation that the
outside tire of the dual tires on the truck had a 15 inch
separation, was split, and was bulging.  The citation then cites
30 C.F.R. 55.9-2, which is cited in footnote 4.  In addition, the
citation further alleges that the safety department had taken the
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